
CALIFORNIA REGIONALWATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER 94-008

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

STINSON BEACH COUNTY WATER DISTRICT,
MARIN COUNIY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region, hereinafter called
the Board, finds that:

1. The Stinson Beach County Water District (District) operates an On-site Wastewater
Management Program (OSWMP) in the town of Stinson Beach. The District is responsible for
the management of discharges of sewage-bearing wastewater to individual leaching or
percolation systems in the unsewered community of Stinson Beach.

2. Stinson Beach is located on the Pacific Ocean approximately 20 miles north of San Francisco
and the Golden Gate. The area is effectively isolated from other population centers in Marin
County by extensive areas of Mt. Tamalpais State Park and Marin Water District lands to the
east and south and the Point Reyes National Seashore to the north and west and is bordered by
the Golden Gate National Recreation Area.

There are approximately 650 developed parcels using septic tank systems in the Stinson Beach
area. The main drainage channel in the town is Easkoot Creek, which runs from the steep
slopes in the northeast area of town, southerly through the community before entering the
southeast end of Bolinas Lagoon.

BACKGROUND

3. The Stinson Beach OSWMP was established in the late 1970's following a series of State and
Regional Board actions regarding failing septic systems in Stinson Beach:

a in 1973 the Regional Board amended its Water Quality Control Plan, San Francisco Bay
Region (referred to as the Basin Plan) to prohibit waste discharges to individual leaching or
percolation systems in the Stinson Beach area;

b. In 1976, after the discharger initiated several studies and plans to comply with the Basin
Plan and still allow continued use of septic tanks, State legislation was passed giving the
discharger authority to establish a septic tank maintenance district for the control of
sewage system discharges.

c. In 1978 the Board passed a Resolution 78-1, which allowed the discharger to initiate a
demonstration program to regulate the individual septic systems under an approved
program entitled Rules and Regulations, SBCWD Wastewater Management Program. The
OSWMP was initiated in 1979. Under the OSWMP the discharger assumed responsibility
to oversee the repair and maintenance of failing waste treatment/disposal systems by
individual homeowners. The OSWMP also includes District inspection and enforcement
programs and water quality monitoring programs for both surface and ground waters in the
area.

d In 1987 a Joint Powers Agreement with the County of Marin, Environmental Health
Department was amended granting Stinson Beach full authority over all septic system
construction and management. The discharger thus took over responsibility for new
systems in addition to the repair/replacement of existing systems.
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